October 23, 2007

THE GRAVE OF LANCE CORPORAL
JEREMY BURRIS

(Mr. POE asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute)

Mr. POE. Mr. Speaker, Lance Cor-
poral Jeremy Burris, 22, was buried
last week in Liberty, Texas, after being
killed in Iraq. This young marine was
honored at a funeral by the entire town
for his heroism.

But a few days after his funeral, out-
laws desecrated Jeremy’s grave site.
Some reports indicate the suspected
criminals may have been antiwar
peaceniks that commit violence in the
name of peace. They disrespect and dis-
honor the dead by their vandalism.

But whoever committed such das-
tardly deeds should be quickly cap-
tured by the local sheriff. After these
grave-desecrating criminals are con-
victed, they should be sentenced to
serve time at Gitmo prison in Guanta-
namo Bay. After all, that is where
America houses other war criminals.

So, Mr. Speaker, those that commit
crimes against the graves of our fallen
war dead are nothing more than war
criminals and should be treated as
such, because justice is the one thing
we should always find.

And that’s just the way it is.

———
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SPECIAL ORDERS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 18, 2007, and under a previous
order of the House, the following Mem-
bers will be recognized for 5 minutes
each.

——

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Texas (Mr. POE) is recog-
nized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. POE addressed the House. His
remarks will appear hereafter in the
Extensions of Remarks.)

———

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from North Carolina (Mr.
JONES) is recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. JONES of North Carolina ad-
dressed the House. His remarks will ap-
pear hereafter in the Extensions of Re-
marks.)

————

IN RECOGNITION OF JAMES T.
BATES

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Wisconsin (Mr. RYAN) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. RYAN of Wisconsin. Mr. Speaker,
I rise to acknowledge an extraordinary
staff member who has moved on after
20 years with the House Budget Com-
mittee, Jim Bates.

James T. Bates, the Committee’s Re-
publican chief of staff, recently accept-
ed a position as associate program di-
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rector at the Office of Management and
Budget. Ordinarily, that would be a
significant, though not surprising, step
in a career dedicated to Washington
fiscal policy. But there is nothing ordi-
nary about this case.

Jim Bates’s two decades of service
represents the longest tenure of any
Budget Committee staffer. He served in
various capacities during this time, in-
cluding those of minority counsel,
chief majority counsel and deputy
chief of staff before rising to the top
slot in late 2004. In each of those roles
he demonstrated a singular dedication.

He came to be known as a true be-
liever in the value of congressional
budgeting; a stickler for adhering to
the budget disciplines written in law
and in convention; and a thoroughly
convinced proponent of the institution
of the Budget Committee. He is as
closely identified with the committee
as is the Congressional Budget Act
itself. It is nearly impossible to think
of one without the other.

Mr. Speaker, you can’t go back over
the last 20 years and look at the en-
forcement of the Budget Committee,
the preservation of the Budget Act,
without thinking of Jim Bates.

Jim started with the committee in
January of 1988, a time when the Re-
publican minority offices were across
Highway 395, on the second floor of the
Ford Office Building, then simply
called Annex Two. He worked initially
as a budget analyst, covering Income
and Social Security, but before long he
found his real niche as committee
counsel. Here, he mastered the intri-
cate details and subtleties of the Budg-
et Act; he vigorously protected the
committee’s jurisdiction, and, when
possible, expanded it. He also developed
a unique understanding of budget
arcana, something I can clearly testify
to, such as the Gramm-Rudman base-
line or the pay-as-you-go rule.

Here are some highlights of his con-
gressional career: he participated in
the famous Andrews Air Force Base ne-
gotiations that produced the budget
agreement of 1990. In 1993, he coordi-
nated drafting the narrowly defeated
Penny-Kasich amendment. In 1997, he
anchored the legislative language for
the Balanced Budget Act, which a year
later produced the first budget surplus
in nearly four decades. Shortly there-
after, he developed a bipartisan plan
for the first comprehensive budget
process reform since the Budget Act
was created in 1974.

In 2005, he oversaw the staff work
that led to that year’s Deficit Reduc-
tion Act, the first in a long time. In
2006, he was immensely helpful to me
in writing the Legislative Line Item
Veto Act, designed to allow the Presi-
dent to strike individual spending
items without violating Congress’s
constitutional prerogatives.

Jim 1is an avid fisherman, which
shows a greatness of soul. He is a fan of
the renowned author Ray Bradbury,
which reflects a creative mind. He
might misplace his car keys or his
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BlackBerry, but he has never lost his
conviction about budgeting, or his in-
tegrity. Yet, of all Jim’s qualities, per-
haps the most important is the trust
that he has earned from Members and
colleagues alike. It is because of that
trust that when I was chosen to be the
Budget Committee’s ranking Repub-
lican last December, my first and easi-
est decision was keeping Jim as the
chief of staff. He was and still is simply
irreplaceable.

Mr. Speaker, let me close simply by
saying that there aren’t a lot of people
in this town who really understand how
the Budget Committee works, how this
budget process works, let alone people
who really know the best ideas and
ways of making it work better. Jim
Bates is one of the handful of people in
this town who knows this. You can
count the people on one hand who real-
ly know the Budget Act, know how to
make it work and know how to make it
work better. Jim Bates is one of those.

This institution, this Congress, both
from the Democrat side and the Repub-
lican side, owe a large debt of gratitude
for the service of this fine servant, Jim
Bates.

———

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from Michigan (Ms. KIL-
PATRICK) is recognized for 5 minutes.

(Ms. KILPATRICK addressed the
House. Her remarks will appear here-
after in the Extensions of Remarks.)

———

STATEMENT ON JULY 8
AGREEMENT

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Maryland (Mr. SARBANES)
is recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. SARBANES. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to commend my colleagues for
passing H. Con. Res. 405, which pro-
motes the United Nations’ sponsored
efforts to bring about a negotiated re-
unification of Cyprus. The division of
Cyprus has endured for 33 years, far too
long by any measure.

Today, I met with Alexis Galanos,
the distinguished mayor of Famagusta,
Cyprus, which prior to the Turkish in-
vasion was the main town of the second
largest district of Cyprus, both in
terms of its population and surface
area.

A few weeks after the initial invasion
on August 14, 1974, Turkish military
forces bombarded Famagusta relent-
lessly. Greek Cypriots were forced to
flee their homes in fear and terror, ren-
dering Famagusta a ghost city. Turk-
ish forces then sealed off the area with
barbed wire fences; 45,000 inhabitants
of Famagusta became refugees in their
own country. They lost their Iland,
their properties, their homes and busi-
nesses and many of their own people.

The city and the mayor elected by its
displaced residents who can’t go home
have now become a symbol of the injus-
tice that persists in the occupied re-
gion. The two waves of the invasion by
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